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On Nov. 19, by a vote of 19 to 0, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee approved a measure
similar to one passed in October by the House Foreign Affairs Committee. The proposals require
votes by the full House and Senate, which may come before the end of the year. In July, via an
executive order the Reagan administration cut off aid to Panama when a mob caused an estimated
$100,000 in damage to US Embassy property. Prior to the cutoff, Panama was scheduled to receive
$33 million in US economic and military aid this year. The Senate committee measure would also
impose an embargo on Panama's sugar quota to the US market. Sen. Jesse Helms amended the aid
cutoff measure to allow the CIA to continue to pay non-governmental people. Humanitarian aid,
such as flood or earthquake relief, education and food could also be continued. In September, the
Senate approved a non-binding resolution calling for a "non-military transitional government" in
Panama, and a permanent halt to all aid. If approved by both houses of Congress, the new proposal
would assure that the aid stoppage and the elimination of Panama's sugar quota become law. In a
Nov. 21 interview with pro-government newspaper La Estrella de Panama, Panamanian President
Eric Arturo Delvalle said that his government is not "afraid of the financial sanctions" approved
by the Senate committee. In a similar vein, Foreign Minister Jorge Abadia told reporters that such
actions are aimed at forcing the Panamanian government to give in to US pressures, but that such
pressures are "to no avail." After ruling out a break in diplomatic relations with the US, Abadia
said Washington "will not destroy us as a nation...On the contrary, now that they are restricting...
assistance, we have to learn to get by on our own resources." (Basic data from New York Times,
11/22/87; AFP, Prensa Latina, 11/21/87)
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